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What is a Financial Planner? 
 

A financial planner is a trained professional who 
specializes in managing the personal finances of 
their clients.  
The diagram to the right gives a visual 
representation of the goals and aims of financial 
planners. 
They begin by seeking to understand your personal 
and unique financial needs and goals. Based on this 
understanding, along with the understanding they 
have about financial complexities, they design a 
customized financial plan for you. This plan is then 
implemented and monitored by yourself and with 
the guidance of the financial planner, who assists 
you to maintain your goals and reevaluate if needed. 
 

 
Do you need a financial planner? 

 
 
Many of us resist seeking financial advice, often out of fear or embarrassment. However, if you are 
struggling financially, or simply not meeting your savings goals, help from a financial planner can be 
incredibly valuable. Your financial future is just as important as your health and wellbeing, as it is a 
major part of whether or not your are able to live the lifestyle you wish into retirement. Financial 
planners are specialists who are trained to provide evidence-based and practical guidance. 
 

What should you ask? 
 
Say you have decided to seek the assistance of a financial planner. What sort of advice do you need and 
what should you ask? This depends on your situation. Are you in financial crisis? Or are you looking for 
help to secure a healthy retirement fund? Advice can be holistic, which is general and looks at your full 
financial situation, needs, and goals; or it can be scaled, which is specific and looks at a particular need. 
Scaled advice can be cheaper, however, it is important consider the bigger picture. A financial planner 
will be able to assist you to assess the bigger picture. It is important to have an initial meeting with the 
financial planner to ensure you have a good rapport. Signs of a good financial planner include active 
listening, clear explanations in language you understand, and no rushing. 
 
 
If you are looking for a financial planner, head to https://fpa.com.au/find-a-planner/ for a listing of 
certified financial planners. 
 

If you would like to talk about this topic any further, call us on 1300 369 072 or email at 
mail@working-life.net 
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